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DURELL'S DEEDS.
Significant Testimony Taken in the Congressional

Investigation.

The Famous Order of Me-
chanics' Hall.

.ROSEATE JUDICIAL HABITS.

JTorton * System of Settling Estates in
Bankruptcy.

Ills Own Confessions and the
Evidence of a Victim.

Washington, Feb. is, 1874.
The following moat important testimony is

among that taken at New Orleans in the investigationof the charges against Judge Dured lookingto his tmpeacnment for corruption and male,
feasance In ofnce, and is taken from the official recordol the evidence. Great pains have been taken
here to keep it secret, copies for the press having
been persistently reJnsed.
Emery E. Norton, the first and most Important

witness. Is the celebrsted assignee in bankruptcy
appointed by Judge Ifureii. and who U generally
credited with much of tne dirtiest work of the
period of anarchy in Loaisiana, and Is accused of
having profited largely from the emoluments and

perquisites ol his position in roDbing from unfortunatedebtors «nd creditors (whose affairs have

passed through his hands) to the mil extent of an
Insatiate and unconscionable avanoe. These
bankrupts and creditors have, It is said, furnished
do members of Congress, s»me time since, the
data whereby it Is supposed that, it necessary, nis

continuance in the office which has by him been
shadowed in such disgrace and infamy, may be
rendered impossible. Upon his testimony great
expectations nave been built by the anti-Kellogg
i arty for the impeachment and removal of Judge
Doreii.

TH* TESTIMONY.
Emery E. Norton was sworn and examined by

the Durell committee o< Investigation on December31. Alter the usual preliminary queries, irom
which It appeared that the residence of the witness
In New Orleans began ten or eleven years ago,
and that he lived pi tor to that period In New York
city, he testified that he had been made a custodianof bankrupt estates from the time of their
surrender up to the time an assignee was appointed,the law, it having been found, making
210 provision lor the taking care of oankrupt estatesduring that interval, and many of them havingbeen abandoned aud sometimes carried away.
Be was designated to take charge of the property,
and was now the custodian of all bankrupt estates,under the general order of the Conrt,
entered on record, lie had also acted as assigneein bankruptcy, but tor the number of cases In
which he had so acted he reierred the committee
to hia books.

TH* WTTMBKK 0F VICTIMS.
There may have been fllty or a hundred, or fifty

or sixty. He had been custodian of about 1,300
cases. In some cases where he had oeeu made coassigneein the settlement of large estates it had
been done without the sanction (by election) of
the creditors. He had also been appointed to this
office.hv the Register ot Bankruptcy, acting in accordancewith the general order of the Court
giving him the power to do so. The witness, in conjunctionwith the other assignee, made bills of sale
of property. Some of the estates were in Louisiana,
and some In Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi, and even
In Tennessee. The sales or property were made by
the assignees. Norton had three auctioneers and a
branch office in Monroe, some 300 or 400 miles from
N'ew Orleans, where some sales were made. The
witness said that there were about 600 petitions
filed of estates at that point; the amount of proper!ysoul there was $3,ooo or $4,000.

SCALE OF FEES.
No regular scale of lees was established. The

witness on this point said:.
The charges that have been made by the assigneehave been made in this way. The statute

says tins:.Mve per cent tor receiving and Ave per
cent <or p»ylng on tue Qrst $5,uoo; two and onehalfper cent tor receiving and two and one-half
pe. cent lor payiug on toe next $5,000, and one
per cent ior me balan e, 11 there is any. When
rea8»uaoie compensation was allowed 1 have
chargeu what was a reasonable compensation lor
my attorneys, clerks, stationery, my own services;ana where 1 have real estate I have included.he printer's and auctioneer's bills and the
lees 01 tne Register, Marshal and Clerk.

y. Was this matter 01 compensation submitted
to the court ? a. Ves, sir.

THE SYSTEM OF RELEASE OF ESTATES.
Q, Ana approved oy tue Oourtt A. in some

cases; the property that was released, subject to
mortgage, was wuere pioperty was mortgaged tor
a much larger amount tnan its va.ue; in those
cases 1 have pe'itioned the Court to allow tne to
iet«ase the property tor a compensation which
might be agreed upon between ruyseii and the
mortgage creditor, or tne party in interest holding
a mortgage, with the tendor's privilege.

THE ASSIUNBr.'S LITTLE HAIL.
Alter 1 had agreed with him w hat he would pay

for the services done i would then petition the
Court to have it allowed me as compensation tor
se vices rendered; another class ot cases Is this:.
1 hie niv account and notify the creditors tuat I
have died ray account lor a dividend, U it was a
dividend, ana 1 uotny all the known creditors that
1 am going to apply on a certain day tor a settlement01 my account on a certain estate; 11 it is
beiore the Register, the Register passes upon my
<i< vnnnt if f u nn iinniiiKinn unmilil t ftATA ftA

opposo-ion, it.» re.eri ed to the Court tad then
reierred to a Master in Chancery or Commissioner,
to examine tn account, and toe report of tne
Master is ettner confirmed or rejected by the
Court; then there is anutuer kind; an estate X
find, alter going all tnrough it, is not sufficient to
produce any money to tne creditors; I tnen petitionbe court 10 allow me to file my final account,
and nive twenty days' notice to all the creditors
tout on a certain day 1 wilJ apply to nave my accountsettled and be discharged irom the trust of
assignee; on toe cay nxed i appear beiore the
Court, auu gei.erany, where there is no opposition,
trie accounts nave been passed; then there is
&noiuer branch «5i cases ,u which there is not
enough money to par ex,en»es; 1 theu petition
the Court, statins that 1 have administered
tne esiute to the best oI mv anility, ana
that there is so much money in my bands,
not sufficient to call a second or third
meeting o< creditors, and I ass to be allowed
thatsnm and lie discharged of any further duties
a* assignee ; 1 wm uuw cite another class; when
I have sold property subject to mortgages 1 have
sold most oi the estate, or released it to the
mortgage creditors, iaider than sacrifice it; I
have agreed with the creditors that l will release
the propertv on tneir paung wtini I would be enti'ledto receive under the hanlt upt taw; I would
generally arrange the matter with the lawyers;
I ascertain wnether it is a valid mortgage and examineas to whether the property will realize anythingto the common crecttor.

ERAAIKK OK MOKTUAOKS.
fben I petition the court to allow me to release
tins property to the mortgage creditors and allow
me to nettle with them aa to the compensation I
sua.I nave for doing tms business; ti.at is an «green>entbetween myself and the creditor; I then apryto tne Court and state what 1 have done; that
have made this agreement with the creditor;

that he will allow me so and bo to deiray the expensesoi the bankrupt, and ask tne Court
to aiiow me the amount 1 have agreed upon;
that lias been the way with most of the property
released out oi bankruptcy: I will tell you how I
have disposed of other property ; In cases where I
had property tw or more years on my hands, sav
n sugar plantation abandoned during tne rebellion,toe Court would grant me this order:.Allow
me to petition, stating an the facts, that the propertywas encumherrii, and ask leave of the Court
to erase the mortgages and sell tne property iree
from encumbrances, leaving tne person who may
claim tne luud to coine in and claim It; in this way
1 got rtd ot a good deal of propert , but the cases
of that kind are uot very numerous, because I
lonnd it was sacrificing the property, trie expenses
sere so heavy, and I adopted the plan of just releasingit to the mortgage cieditor whenever they
-would do it; 1 do not suppose you could sell the
best plantation in tne .*>tate lor more than $10,ooo
or $u,oo»at auction.

<1- lud this matter of the amount of tour compensationcome under the supervision .f'uie Court
generallyr A. li there was any opposition the
court always referred it to the commissioner.

y. DM it come under the supervision oi the Court
In these classes ol iases you have mentioned' A.
In a great many instances not, because t0e Registeris the man who setUeo lees in which there is
no opposition; the court only has supervision
where there Is opposition.

m«8 OK Til B CUSTODIAN.
q. Did you receive tees as custodian? a. Tes,

Air; the fees received as custodian were allowed
0/ the Couth*, the hws as custodian were put into

NEW Y01
' the general account; If I was aaalgnee I did not
make any uisiinction; went rigbt along ami put
them in the same account.
y. Wnat was the acale of your feea or the rate at

which >ou charged tees aa custodian? A. It varied
iro>u one, one auu a nail, two and sometime* live
dollars per day, depenuiug upon the estate.

1 att> rnkv's kkks.
y. Do you know what amount of attorney's fees

you paid per year* A. Home years very much
higher than others; I should think Hioue got in the
way or tees per year, perhaps, $25,o00;iu the hist
Instance may be $3o,ooo.

Q. Hoar many years did he serve* A. About two
years.

Q. How lone has Mr. Hughes been acting aa
your attorneyf A. He has been actiug the bal|ance ol the time. I suppose about three years

Q. What do bu lees amount to per >earr A. I
suppose about $16,000 a year.

the profits of rortoh.
Q. How much proi>ertr were yon possessed of

when you came to Louihianaf A. 1 suppose 1 was
worth 140,0 o: 1 c!o not tnina I brought here more
th <n $io,ooo; 1 may have brought us much as
$15,000.

y. How much are yoa worth now* A. 1 should
thluk that I was worm, if 1 was settled up,

I $125,000; perhups not ss much.
uualui&a FOR oKTi i KMkNT WHEN Til MRS IS NO

KSTATK 1.EPT.
Q. Tell us the highest charge you made out

against a bankrupt wnere there was n<> estate
turned over. A. I can tell you what the usual
etiurge is; 1 cannot tell the highest sum 1 may
have churned mv usual charge has been $100 to
do rhe business; if yoa will allow me to explain, I
have gcue through estates where there would oe
couteilerate money, confederate bonds or similar
transactions, that it has been as uiuch trouble to
go through with as It would to take up an ordinarybankrupt case, and I have examined the
bankrupt at length and perhaps examined him
two or tnree times, ana 1 have never forced the
bankrupt to psy me anr considerable fee lor this
service, and whatever I have received has been a
matter entirely between me aud the bankrupt, a
settlement with the bankrupt; I have neverlorced
a bankrupt; if the baukrupt said he had nothing 1

him u rfitrthuFwa

spent about a week trying to raise $260; I tnen
weni to Mr. Ntoue alter i had succeeded In raising
this amount o> money, and asked dim to tlx up the
papers, and that then we would go and take a
dinner; when tue amount oi $2,750 was mentioned,
be said that was not toe amount be had asked,
tnat I entirely mistaken; 1 insisted that that
w as his agieem»nt, hut he would not take the
money ; I remained here a lew days and we met
again by accident, when the subject was talked
over, and he finally said that it I would raise $8,000
he would see that the papers were fixed; 1 went
around again and did raise $3,000, and went back
to Mr. MM) he proceeded then to fix up
the documents, and when it came to
the question or costs, he said, "Yon
misunderstood me; the costs or Mr. Norton and
myseil are only Included in this contract, not the
entire expenses;" saiu J, "in tne name oi God, can
you expect me to bear everything?" he said there
vraa General Herron, the marshal, and Mr. Pitkin,
the register, whose accounts wonld have to be settled;"Well," says 1, after hesitating, "let me
know what the amount of these bids is;" he went
in and brought Mr. Pitk.n's bill or $150; 1 asked
him if that was all; he said General Uerron's ac-
count as United states marshal was about the
same amount; Vety good," says 1; "flx up tho
papers and I will pay tne money;" the papers were
then fixed up and he gave me a discharge to the
property, and <u.-o a receipt lor $10 and costs.
y How much money did yon pay? A. 1 think

$3,200.
y. And for that payment what did yon get ? A.

I received the title to that property.at least, Mrs.
Peoples received the title to the property, subject
to tne claims.

y. In other words, she took the property subject
to her own claim against it, and in order to get
that you paid lor ner about $:s,2uu T A. Yes.

y. What evidence was given you as to the
moneys yon paid r A. Nothing hut that receipt of
$10 and the title to the property.
Mr. E. C. Billings, who waa associated with Mr.

Beckwtth and Mr. ilunt as counsel for Ketiogg,
gives the following history or the famous

mechanics' institute okdbk,
restraining the McEnery Legislature (rom meeting:.

y. You were of counsel at the time the order
was made by Judge Lurell directing the Marshal
to take possession of the Mechanics' Institute ami
prevent any unlawiul aaseinblage lii it ? A. Yes,
81

y. Do yon know where Judge Dureli was at the
time he made that order? A. At his rooms, N'o.
lis Custom House street.

y. Who was preseut at the time that order was
made? A. Judge Lureil ol course was present;
Mr. Beokwitb was present; 1 was present: Mr.
Packard, the Marshal, was present; Mr. DeKiine
was present; Mr. Edward fulton, wno was the
gent eman that called me to come in tnere, was
also present, and I think Mr. Norton came in dor-
lug the writing of the order.

1 y. Who were the attorneys in that case on your

V. Was ttiia $H)0 a sum in addition to the fees
provided tor by taw i A- No, sir, I think not.

y. 1 a in speaking now of tills $100 that yon
charged. A. I some times charged $100 and somenine*not.

y. Did yon charge that In addition to the fees
allowed by law t A. It was an agreement between
the bankrupt and myself.

D1SCHAB0B OF TUB BANKRUPT.
Q. Did you collect that amount without reportingIt to the Coart or keeping any account of it on

the book f A. 1 reported it in this way.that the
bankrupt had satisfied mv fees; that he had passed
liia examination and I did not know oi any objectionto his discharge.
Q Ana upon such report did the Court confirm

your actsf A. Not alone.
y. Did the Court make an order based nron that

report ot yours f A. Not on that one single thing.
y. What eise f A. In order to discharge a man

the Assignee and Keg ster and Marshal make a reportto the court that there is no opposition and
that the tees nave been paid, and on that the Court
discharges the bauxrupt.
NOBTU.N'S PLAN OF rBOCRDUKB DISCLOSED BY A

VICTIM.
The testimony of John Fletcher Wyche, who

was a party to" proceedings in the Bankruptcy
Court, shows as clearly as any of the numerons

examples given what was Norton's plan ol procedureas aulveraal aasignee. In his testimony Mr.
Wycne said:.

I filed a petition to be adjudged a bankrupt; I
was a member oi the firm of John F. Wyche A Co.,
and l flied a petition, botn as a member of mat
firm and individually.

y. How long ago T A. I think in 1868; I am not
positive as to the year; I tuink it was in that
year.

n. Who was your attorney ? A. I think I managed>ny own case at Arm, but toward the last I
had Mr. McKee: 1 aiao consulted and employed
Mctiuwen and tendon.

y. What kind or property did yon surrender to
the assignee in bankrupiey r a. 1 surrendered
the assets oi the JUm v' JQfh *" Wyche and a plantationwith all tno moveable property attached to
It, consisting ot mutes, carts, wagons, Ac.

tt. Who was the assignee selected by the creditors*A. l do not think there was any assignee
selected by the creditor

Wuo acted as assignee? A. Mr. Aorton.
y. Were there any Incumbrances upon this propertyyou surrendered? a. Yes, sir.
t£ Wnat was the nature ot the Incumbrances;

was It a Judgment, mortgage, or what? A. Allow
me to give a history of the case. In 1868 1 purchasedfrom Dr. Peoples a sugar plantation, giving
my notes tor the payment oi It; he transierred
these notes to my iather-in-law, a. W. Peoples, to
whom he was Indebted; these notes were held by
my lather-m-law until his death. My mother-inlawadministered upon the estate, and, at the
period I went into bankruptcy, the accumulation
or principal and Interest amounted to $32,000; it
was, therefore, in the snape or a vendor's ball.

Q. Was there a mortgage to secure this pur-
chase money? A. It was a vendor's lien; judgment
bad been obtained in the district Court of my dis;trict against me lor the sum of $68,ooo; there was
also a mortgage upon the slaves and upon all the
movable property belonging to the estate: the
original mortgage on the land amounted to
$J2.o o; I tin uk the district court gave a judgment
for tne entire mortgage, amounting to $58,0oo.

Q. This was lor the interest and principal oi this
vendor's uen, together witn the mortgage lor the
slaves? A. Yes, sir,

Q. That was the situation of the pronerty at the
time you were in bankruptcy? A. Yes, sir.

in tuk hands of philistines.
Q. What disposition was made of the real estate

of which you were possessed at the time yon went
Into bankruptcy t A. My mother-in-law, executrix
of the estate ol B. W. Peoples, having no ready
money, and the property consisting entirely of
lands, I, as tier son-in-law, came here to represent
her in order to purchase that property if possible
with our mortgage; l soon understood alter my
arrival here mat property surrendeied In bank-
ruptuy should be so'd tor cash and the proceeds
shouid go into the hands of the assignee snbject to
these various claims; 1 therefore saw in an instant
that the interests oi the estate were in groat jeopardy;1 comerred with Mr. Norton and Mr. Stone
about the matter, an I 1 soon touud that 1 was In
the hands oi the Philistines, and 1 thereiore bad to
work the best ( couth ; it took me one year of the
hardest work that 1 ever performed in my lne.

v. What did you do ? A. I saw there was bat
one point tor uie to make, one card for me to play,
and that was to pay; it was a question oi dollars
and cents; 1 would not accept the services oi an
attorney; I would not have given a fig lor the
aid any attorney might have brought to bear
in my case at mat time; I, of course,
went to consult my attorney in order to
perfect my papers; 1 endea-ored to ascertain
irom Mr. Stone and Mr. Norton what amount
oi money was necessary for Mrs. Peoples to procuretitle to this property; it was two years before1 could get them to name any definite amount;
1 thereiore had to bide my time; finally they sent
Tor me and asked that 1 Should name the i rice
that 1 wouid pav; 1 proposed the sum oi $2,500
Dial I would pay as the agent of Mrs. Peoples in
order to have tier claim substantiated and the
property so d and bought in; Mr. Monelaughed at
the proposition and said that it would not pay the
costs ol the court: taat u would not begin to do
it, and mat he could not trunk oi it; that while be
was disposed to aid and assist me. yet the
costs of the court must be secured. I
think beiore the coDieretice with Mr. Mone
came to an end he said that he would
take $2,760 and grant a clear title to the property.
] said that it was impossible for me to raise the
r\t haf « '*^1 I .n ti.ut I ui/mlH ?pv i wen? nnr nnH

RK. JJEKALD, FRIDAY, FEI
Hide r A.Mr. Beck with, with Mr. Hunt and| my- lm
welt. on

y. Were there any other persona r A. No, air; I 4a(
think not. on

y. l>id yon make an appltoauon to Judge Durell j .
to leaae thia order. A. No, air. ol

y. How came rou to go to his cbamhera that an
evening? A. I was returning to my own house <
when Mr. Fulton met me and said that Judge 8eDurell waa desiroua 01 seeing me, and lha be had Wt
aeut to my rooms lor me. 1 then accompanied Mr. <Kulton to Judge Durell'« room. ! jt

y. Did you all in company aa you went np there <with any 01 your associate counsel r A. I either 0jmet Mr. Beet with on tne way tnere or aent lor turn noalter I arrived. w;y. What time In the day or night waa It that von
went to Judge Darell'a room r A. 1 tulnk it was '

about nine o'clock m the evening.
y. When .tou resetted oia rooms, what occurred (then? A. When 1 reached his rooms he handed rP|

me a newspaper which contained tne proclamation quof Oovernor Warmoth announcing mat certain yupersons * ere elected to the Legislature, I think ; I th<think the proclamation is made part of rheoruer; aithe handed me tne newspaper oontalutng that proc- holamatioa ol December 4, 187-4, by Governor Warmoth,und asked me to sit down at the table and j>uwrite an order which he would dictate; i accord- unIngty did so; It is the oraer on page seventeen of Be,the report or the senate Committee on Privileges t!l(
and Flections in the Louisiana investigation case; j.1 wrote tne order hs he dictated it, Willi toe excep- wa
tion that when Mr. Beckwttb came in be m ide ~iti
some verbal changes; no substantial changes ^ti
were made; the order was copied oy some clerk .e,
tnere.1 do not remember who be waa.and the Co
Judge signed it and L went home. C0]

y. When you went to Judge Durell'a rooms that m(niirht did vnu know the nurnoae lor winch he de.
Hired to nee you r A. I did not. au

y. You hud niaae no application yourself for (j0
any such order i A. No, sir. eu<

y. Did not know that any such order was in con- ,

temptation ? A. No, sir. .0
y. Had vou auy consultation with the associate <

counsel with reierence to procuring au order of
tnat Kind ? A. It Is possible we had, but if so l do *'
not remember it. Jui

Q. w as Mr. Hunt, your associate oounsei, there r
A. No, sir.

y. Did you and Mr. Beokwlth go there together, (
or did he get there beiore yon arrived ? A. "Mv
recollection of tt, although he remembers it dw- 01t'

lereuily, is tnat 1 arrived there beiore Mr. Beck- rU(

with, and 1 immediately sent ror lum. I was there
probabiv Ave minutes beiore Mr. Beckwith came, tin

y. How long were you there altogether ? A. As |,a
near as 1 can remember, it must have been an ,bl
hour. Tuere was just time to draw the order and Ni
have it copied. ab

DUAWTNO trp TTIK ORDER. c"
Q. How long were you there before you com- **

menced drawing the order? A. 1 commenced
drawing the order as soon as I went tn. tl<y.Did Judge Dm ell state to you the reasons fbr
making this order? A. 1 do not think he did; he ab

presented that proclamation tome; he some time tD
during the time 1 was there spoke oi his likening n"

that order to a sequestration tn chancery, but 1 do J1"
uot think be gave that as a reason; he gave no 1>v
reason tor issuing It; he simply said, "I wish you UE

to draw this order," and he dictated It to me.
y. Did he state a; whose instance he was taking J"

this course? A. He did not state that it waw at
anybody's instance; I can state my own lnlerence f41
11 you wish; he said nothing that would indicate Ju
wijjr Jrte did it except to present that proclamation; B{!
It was clear why he did it to my mind, although he al
did not give the reasons. ; P®
Much of tne testlmony'ta taken up with Instances

of wrong through Norton's management of bank- <le
rupt estates, and of the peculiar course of Judge bE

Dure'.l in regard to these estates. The testimony ttl
in this respect Is too voluminous even to attempt he
a summary, but tne cases we give will serve as

samples of the whole. 1
THE CASE OP THE TIMES NEWSPAPER 8V

is a fair sample. Mr. Charles A. Weed, one of tbe
proprietors ol that journal, gave his testimony on tb
the 6th of January, as follows:-. j wi

y. State your occupation and residence ? A. I
am publisher of the New Orleans limes; I have !}£
been living in New Orleans since 1862. j

y. Were you of the firm of C. A. Weed A Co. t A. b"

Yes, sir. j
y. Your Arm, I believe, were adjudicated bank- J

rupts ? A. Yes, sir. i .

y. Pieaac to State the circumstances In connec- ,
tion With this property known as tne Times news- *

paper. I believe it was involved in one way or an- r"
other with those proceedings, and 1 would be glad f"
to have you state them as concisely as possible, "j*
A. Waen I Urst went into business with J. H. I"
McK.ee we composed the Arm of 0. A. Weed A Co.; fthe connection ol the limes newspaper with bank-
1 upv lUU VvID UWIUU1CUUVU III 4WO, III Dual) /« ! "O

went into bankruptcy; soon alter Mr. Stone, the
assignee's attorney, brought suit against Messrs.
Hoyt A King; Hoyt was a friend of mine In New ,York, to whom 1 Had sold one-half of the news- J",
paper in I860, belore I had gone into bankruptcy; Jl"that suit remained without any action being taken
on it lor several years, and 1 supposed it was dlsmissed;I asked Judge Walker one day to go down
and have the matter attended to; he reported
that it was done; that the suit had been dismissed;
but it seems that he was mistaken, because about i?,,
a year ago now Mr. McKee telegraphed to Mr. Hoyt "

at Stamiord, Conn., to come down: that business "

here required his attention; Mr. Hoyt did come z.
down, aud, as soon as he got here, papers in the salt
were immediately served upon him; 1 think the suit .
was lor $130,000; he got out oi it the best way he
could; he said he did not want to go beiore the
Court here and would rather settle it; and did so,
by paying $16,000. J."'

3. Hid you see that money paid? A. No, sir.
. Were you present at any of the interviews

with reference to the settlement of that litigatiou? ir*
A. Yes, sir; at two. J

Q. Y on know the basis noon which It was settled?
A. Yes, sir. c

Q. What was that $16,000 paid for? A. It was to
avert a judgment oi perhaps $120,000, the amount "J"
of the smt brought; Mr. Hoyt Bald that he was
sure that a Judgment would be rendered against
bun for the ull amount.

y. With whom was that settlement made? A.
It was made turough Mr. Hnghes, the attorney of P".
the assignee. ,®i

y. What did Mr. Hughes claim that money was 11 ®

lor? A. That it was a settlement of this claim.
y. Did he say what was to be done with the

matterr A. No. sir.
y. I understood you to say a moment ago that "'J

you bad sold one-biiif of the interest to Mr. Hoyt? ,
A. Yes, sir. arv

y. Was that an absolute sale? A. Tes, sir. O
y. Was he purchasing In nis own right, or did he

bold it in trust ior somebody else? A. It was in tht
trust for the benefit of my wue. in"

y. Was it sold to Mr. Hoyt, or was it transferred Mej
to nlm lor the benelltol your wile? A. it waa a appsale. *

y. What was the consideration? A. He paid ine

$&o,ooo. Car
Q. lo w?om was that paid ? A. He credited Mrs. qWeed for the amount, and gave me a note at thirty yer

days and placed It to the credit oi Mrs. Weed; the ±
understanding was that when the profits of the <>
paper auiouiiieu i>u jau, ue was men u> irunsier jmj
tt to any one site suggested; and if you look at the <j
books you Wilt And tbat in 1868 the profits amounted He
to that sum. and Mr. Hoyt no more appears in the qaffair; be was then holding tne property In trust. a li

q. Did Mr. Hoyt pay this or his own money ? A. <j
Yes, sir. fgc,

q. Was Mr. Hoyt related to Mrs. Weed ? A. Tee, qsir; 1 used to reside at btamiord at one time; I ing
was then worth a great deal 01 money, and he was
always wanting me to secure money to her in case
anything should transpire; 1 never did so until I
came down here, when X made this transfer that I T
have spoken of. wt]|

q. Mr. Norton, as assignee, brought suit against
Mr. Hoyt for the purpose 01 subjecting that prop- 1

erty to bankruptcy proceedings? A. Yes. sir.
q. And those were the cncumstances ox the I. _

transaction f A. Yes, sir. J"*11
q, Has there been any order Issued or action "01

taken recently against the Times newspaper? A.
There was a year ago. Bcn

q. Any since then? A. simply an order of the
assignee putting a receiver there. beJQ. How long since? A. borne day last week; he bel'
was there for one day. <« «

q. What became of him then? A. Mr. Palmer B,'fput him out. w,t
Q. Who was the Receiver ? A. A gentleman by **'

the name of Armstrong; Mr. Palmer was in charge V®
at that time, but he was in the country tbat day, Alt
and Mr. Blgney was In charge the day that Arm- BOb
strong waa appointed: Armstrong had written an evl<
article in regard to Judge Durell and sent It up
stairs to be set up. Mr. Bignej said that it should bv
not go in and sent word to the composition room B®1:
not to set It up; alter he went home Mr. Armstrong "ol
went up to the composition room aud said It must f11
go in and they put it in: when Mr. Higney re- lnB
turned the next morning he told Mr. Armstrong Pr<J
to get onr of the place, which he did. | P®»

Q. Have you got a copy of that article? A. No. tht
sir. BbE

Q. Let me see If I understand you. Did Mr. 11»
Armstrong bang that article there beforehe was appointed Receiver? A. I be
do not know; Mr. Blgney, the editor, told Bu<
ine that Mr. Palmer told Dim, in tne pre- 1
ence ol Armstrong, that he wanted the paper to Bn<
be outspoken, and not to he influenced uy any out- ,n1
side considerations, hut to tell tne truth in regatta fa-"
to all men and all parties: Mr. Hunt, the attorney ,ou
ol Mr. King, when he had charge or the paper, had Pr<
remained very quiet in regard to the Bankrupt JJ"Court and Judge Durell, and Mr. Palmer In giving 10
bis instructions to Blgney, while Armstrong waB
present, told him as I have stated; Armstrong was P1-'
appointed Receiver, and he wrote this article that J®1 have relerred to and had it put tn. | uo

y, Ik rron 0IIOI u<v HUB Hj/|iuuiLru Ikd CJVCI Ulitli

he commanded that tuis article suoutu be pub- ,ltshed ? A. Yea, air. »<JJ
g. And It was published under the clrcumatancea lul

you have stated r A. Yes, sir. »Bt
g. After tbe publication ol that article what becameof Mr. Armstrong and hia Receivership r A.

1 hey both went out; Mr. I'aimer returned froin the
country next day and went to the oftlce and assertedhis right and ins own proprietorship: he re- .

Instated Mr. Blgu<y, whose authority had been
overruled by Armstrong. bei
Mr. Charles Claiborne is clsr* of the United ac

States District Court by the appoln ment 01 Judge re/
Durell. Mr. Clairborne has known Judge Durell lor tic
thlrty-flve years. Hut Claiborne proiessea to be w«

very Ignorant of matters in his own court. He du
knew nothing about tue lees in his own office, is
This Is all he knew of |
TUB OKDSK RKSTBAININU Till M'BNKRT I.BQ1S- )ja

Uri. HR. | gz
Q. Do jou remember the circumstances of thO of
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ming of a restraining order under whlob parties m

inning to be member* of the Mohuerr Levi*- M
Lure were prevented iroin assembling in tbe Me-
antra' Institute Hall. A. 1 heard or that order;
aw It lu print with what was called a lac-ntrolia
the Judge's signature, but 1 know nothing
out it.
J. How soon after that order wan issued did 70a fV
nit lu the papersr A. 1 read it as soon as it w

is published; I read the paper* dally.
J. was it published as suon as it was Issnedf A.
hint It was.
J. Did you tnow anything abont the preparation
that order, or hear that it was to be Issued t A.
thing; Judge Durell is uot at all communicative rpv.
tn the clerts or employes ol his office. 1U
rheee are his roseate recollections of

JUPGB DUKBLI.'y H IBITS.
>. What do you kuow in relauou to Judge Dol*shabits as to sobriety r A. 1 became aoaintedwith Judge Durell at tbe time he was a
uug attorney at law, thirty-Ave years ago; I was Off
n the Marshal ol tbe city af New Orleans: I OUi
erwards knew Judge Durell as a member 01 the
iilll UI AKlt'lIUCU ui H1IB U1WJ . A « tucu NIC

jreiarv of ttie Board; during the war Judge
re11 was cnairman of the Bureau of Finance,
uer the uillitari government; 1 waa one of the
:retanes of that Bureau; 1 waa at the eame time
3 secretary of the Board of Education, of which
dire Durell was the presiding officer; in 1883 I
is appointed by Judge Dureli Clerk of the United
ites Circuit Court, in 1804 C\etk ol the United ^
ites District Court, and held both offices for lr(
reral years; I am now Clerk ol the District
urt alone, and duriug all that time I have had
ostant Intercourse with Juage Durell; I have
d uim in the official capacities I nave mennea,have seen him at dinner parties, weddings,
d on various festive occasious, and so lieio me
d I huve never seen him once under the influ- xi
ce of llqnor.j. Neither on nor off the Bench f A. Neither on
r off the Bench. heai
in the other band, this la what Mr. B. N. Ogden, thei
oung lawyer and an occasional practitioner In caui
dge Durell's Court, has to say of his for i

CONDUCT ON THE BENCH.
J. State what you know ol his conduct on the oi
nch 1 A. i will give you an instaaue and state a
3e which occurred to mrself, which will throw
ne light upon that matter than what I can say asle
neraily; 1 cannot aay much oi the treatment of fton
t rest of the Bar; I had a case lor a msu by the f ,
me of Beely against B. F. Flanders, who was
ruierly Mayor oi the city of New Orleans and also as I
Utary Governor of Louisiana; the suit was lor t f0
out )e,ooo; 1 hied a petition in the case; It was a
ill suit in the circuit court, and Mr. Beekwitb
is employed upon too other side; be is the United had
ateB D.strict Attorney; he first filed an excep- aotl
>n in the nature of a demurrer; It was put to
me whether 1 Dad a cause of action at all in the or

it; that Is my present recollection oi the matter; accl
e exception was tried and overruled: some six 8h0i
iuths alterwurd the case was called on its
ants, and 1 had iny witness, Mr. Seely, In Court; BUl

rule of that Court all cases are tried by Jury, flret
iless the jury Is waived; 1 proposed to waive
e Jurv; I did not care to try it by Jury, the
dge having decided this point In my favor,
inch gave me, as 1 considered, plain sailing; but mitt
r. Beckwitn declined to waive the jury, and the ,ji(j
rr was called; 1 put my witness on the stand,
id while 1 waa examining him to prove tne lacts °rtt
leged in my petition, the Judge asked for the pen
itltlon in the case; it was hauded to him; he ff0Ql
en interrupted me in the most abrupt manner B

saying, "Vou have got no cash against Flan- As r

irs;" 1 was astonisned; the case had been tried dooi
the exception, and was now going oeiore a jury .

at had been regular!/ empanelled; I told him
at 1 proposed to try the case betore toe jury, it end'
w uld permit me; he said "You have got no the

so against Flanders," or words to that effect; I
%0i asked him, "Do you propose to take the
se away froth the Jury after thus person has been bod,
rorn f" and he said, "I will do It u I feellikc It;** whl
lien said, "Well, str. as a matter of course, I ,

,ve no way of preventing Your donor irom doing ,4UU

at, but tnis jury was asked by Mr, Beckwith;" I forn
is more or less embarrassed; I turned to my act.
ent and Spoke to ly;m as to wbat I should do
xt, and while 1 was doing so the Judge die-
arged fne jury, and aaia he would try this case A

exceptions; I knew oi no exOTSUPUSJ the only on t
ceptlon that had been taken In the Cftap Jjad been bU(
ed and decided in my lavor; 1 then told m^fdlfiPt ..

at be had better employ somebody else Intne *^
se;thatl had just returned Irom Washington, the
d the Judge was evidently prejudiced against aaT,
i; that was last winter; 1 told my client to get f
utt er lawyer; be said, "If you cannot get this °'
itter through, I will take my chances with cam
u;" I was determined to do the best I conld nrt_

him, so I tried tne next morning, p
ten the Judge was on the bench, to have a day wit]
ed to try these Jury exceptions; Beckwith was face
sent and the case was continued irom time to f t
tie; at last I got hia ear and presented the bill
PTFPnfmnf rlAiArminAd if t.hp (Vnirr. nvprrnlprl DliT
! that I would take the case to the Supreme mg
urt; 1 handed the bill of exceptions to Mr. Our- t ...

r, the Assistant District Attorney; a day or two
erwards the case was called la court, and the cate
dge s&ld, just as abruptly as he had done be.ore, tee
it the case would De tried by a Jury, and he saia rt.a,
the offlcer 01 the Court, "Call that Jurythe aesi

y was called and the case tried; ou some ques- ceus
n that I asked a wltuess, the Judge made this thei
mark irom the bench, and 1 think the Jury will
member it; it was to the effect, "Let the case go wao

; I will charge the Jury that you hare got no calc
se," or words to that effect; the idea was that be ^
mid charge me out of the case, although I might

on; I knew very well the lury was exP
tb them, out I had a plain case; the wou
y was hair white and half black; Mr. D001
inders was a leading man on the other side for v

iny years; the case went ou, and I Anally made reU<
argument to the Jury; I told them tne Judge
s going to charge against me.that the Judge ^
s lab ring under a mistake as to what was the
ldition 01 the case; to my astonishment the oav<
ige in charging the jury charged from my own Ashi
uten request und entirely in my lavor; the Jury .

s out, I think, about twenty minutes, when A »

sy brought In a verdlot in my favor for the whole decl
ount claimed; Mr. Beck with made a motion in cam
toense of Judgment, and the Judge asked for
els in the case; I filed a brief, and the thing Beiv'

d until the summer vacation of the Court, and agai
tas not Deen decided yet. tate
1, Was tne Judge sober at the time of the trial?
i always thought he was sooer, but from the coas

j In which he changed his position on that trial chat
ed me to believe that there was some mental
irration oi the inuid; 1 do not think he was -pj
ink.

vq r j
n the question of ^

pphell's pbl'nkevness on the bench
°

i Is the very lunny testimony of Mr. Loew, the
1

juty Clerk of the Court, who knows as little. lQ

irrav
larently, as the Clerk himself. The time was

occasion oi Judge Dureli's difficulty with Judge
apbell
Do you remember any difficulty or controsybetween Judge Durell and Judge Campbell?

mere was something ol that sort. W>
. Do you remember what Judge Durell said to «na
ge Campbell? A. 1 do not remember.
Was not the Judge tight that aiternoon ? A. cona

was a little excited. and
. Was he not intoxicated? A. No, sir; he was nm.
ttle excited.
. Kxcited with what? A. He was excited; his lett{
s was red. to D
. Was it yonr opinion that he had been drink- turD? A. It was my opiutoa that he had drank a
ie more than usual. mar'

judge campbell's statement. iorci
his U Judge John A. Campbell's statement of a8 h

it occurred on that occasionworl
be case was one ot an assignee In bankruptcy ce,v
ued Mansfield against Mr. Sostbene Allatne; beet
character of the case was this; Mansfield as a ,ary
ikrupt made claim of an Interest In the pianta- 3

i of Allaine under some contract with Allalne; d"0®
t did not appear at all in Mansfield's bankrupt avot
ednies; Mne. Allalne had recovered a Judgntin one of tne state courts for a separation
ween her and Uer husband, and the property that
onging to her at the Ume of the marriage was the
reed to her at the time of separation; the wltll
riff bad taken the plantation o( Mr. Allalne /'
b a view to enforcing that claim; there >al1
o iwv yimnuuigi hkii uuk, viae ui BLld
m on the simple suggestion of the _r.r
orney In Bankruptcy that tue bankrupt had v
le interest in that estate; there tras no other of t
deuce than this suggestion on the records of sooi
claim on the property, either by Mansfield or n,
the assignee, ana an officer was sent there to u 1

se the plantation; there was also an injunc- Lag
a obtained, ez parte, wlthoat notice, and, Ono
Dgether, It was a very extraordinary proceed- h
; 1 was engaged by Mrs. Alialne to have those wna

iceedlngs set aside, and a night session was ap- met
nted for an argument of the case, and I went g;
ire; the papers nad got hold of this matter in t
ne previous discussion and made a good deal of lo a

1 went into the Court, and one oi the counsel thm
ved to adjourn, saying that the discussion snould of Tl
made in the day time; this was a night session
1 very unusual, the only one 1 ever knew oi; v0,c

referred to the remarks in the papers, this
1 stated the aspersions of them bad noth- lroE
to do with the administration oi justice In this

ie, and thereupon the Judge broke out in a very ln8
d and very insulting tone, assuming that I had cerl
spared these pieces in the newspapers and slgnlrigthat 1 should not overawe the Court; 1 rose
reply to him and he turned his face to me; f hi»
w at ouce that he was drunk and 1 made no re- con
and he adjourned the Court: of course l had hl_

thing to do witu the newspapers or any publicansconcerning him In them. cxc

I. You did not iniorm him that you had nothing are
do with the newspapers f A. nothing at all; lie r

lournedthe court instantly, before I had opportilty;t saw he was drunk aud 1 hesitated au In- ceri

itant, but be immediately adjourned the Court. atrt
neg

GRAND INDIAN COUNCIL OP CANADA. tra

JiAPANKK, Feb. 1®, 1874. ter;

rhe Grand Indian conncil of Canada, wblcb has tlU)

en In session here, has adjourned. The present not

ta being dlstastefnl to the red men, It was of

iclved to bring the whole snbjeot under the no- cl0<

« of the Dominion government, and delegates
ire appointed for that purpose to visit Ottawa at

ring the approaching session of Parliament. It 0X1

a singular fact that the delegates from the dtfrenttru>es «*onld not understand each other, and out
ch chief's speech bad to be translated Into Engaand then back again Into the various lan- "

iages. The Council will meet again on the 18th Brt
June. tg J

SHEET.

iSHANTEE.
nneral Wolseley's March to

Coomassie.

e Ambassadors of King Me 3 Under
Guard in the English Camp.

[CODE BT ONE OF THE ENVOYS.

Hilary Crowner's Quest.A
Brief Verdict*

3culiar Points of Native
Diplomacy.
Pbahsc, on tbb Pbah, Jan. 8, 1874.

le Ashantee Ambassador, with bis attaches
captured scouts, are still under guard close to
dquarters. Since tbeir residence at tbis cauip
i bave contributed an incident wblcb baa
sed considerable surprise and subject matter
after-dinner discussions.

atJIClDB or A DIPLOMATIST.
i the night of tbe 4th lnst., while the entire
ip, excepting sentries and others, was last
ep, tbe loud report of a guu startled us all
a our slumbers. Various surmises were put
n mentally by eaob of us after «re bad heard it
10 what might bave caused tbe ill-timed shot,
r one, imagined that a sentry bad dotected a

ster figure crawling near headquarters and
shot him, o^bat one of tbe Astiantees had

tally gained the river trying to make bis escape,
ihat a clumsy sentry bad discharged his gua
dentally. 1 dare say not one who beard tbe
Imagined that it was done br a self-murderer,
when inquiries bad been instanced as to who
l we were told tbat an Asbantee.one of the
nassadorlal suite.bad sbct unused,
len began tbe curloas to ask why be had cornedsuicide. The sentry did not Know, neitber
the Ambassador nor his suite know anything

Tbe sentry declared tbat the man bad been
nltted to retain bis gun, and had apparently
e to sleep witb the weapon lylug by his side.
ie passed backwards and forwards before the
r of the nut wnenu tno prisoners were guarded
tad heard no movement or stir, but bad been
ieoly startled by the discharge of a gun within
hut. When the hnt was entered by the offliof the stall; immediately after the alarm, the
f of the unfortunate lay sprawling on nis mat,
le a gaping wound In the lower part ol the face
under the chin, and the scorched beard lniedus how he had succeeded in the suicidal

CBOWMWj ^trwrr" tiV.
court of inquiry was Instituted next morning
he body.a kind of coroner's Investigation.
the officers of the conrt declared themselves an^toagree as to the reasons which had induced
unhappy paan to slay himself; they could only
le that the^lCst* was snlcidal. Either one
two things most hare been the true
le. Having witnessed the mechanical
era of the Gatling gnn, and overcome
l dread at tne prospect of being compelled to
tbe terrible weapon in battle, he had preferred
ake his own life rather than wait lor what he
have considered a certain fate; or npon findhimselfalone with bis companions ne had exidthe powers of the latal Gatling and depre>dfurther resistance on the part of the AsbanKingto white men armed with such awiully
xuctlve weapons, and incnrred thereby severe
mre irom his superior, who had probably fur
threatened to report his words to tue King,
would know now to punish such language,
nlated to work mischief and perhaps demoraltbeAshantee army. Knowing irom manifold
erlence the nature or the punishment the King
ild visit upon him. It Is very likely that the
r fellow, seeing no other way to escape, sought
if from it by suicide.

PBCHLIABITTBS OP THE DIPLOMACY,
its act, however, coincides with what travellers
i told us of the peculiar temperament of the
tntees. Major Ricketts, In his account of the
lo-Ashaniee war of 1816, describes how at the
slve battle ofDubowah, which terminated that
palgn, the Ashantee chiefs severally blew themesup when they saw the tide of battle turning
nst them and their followers flying preclpllyfrom the field. Other travellers on this
>t bear testimony to this feature In Ashantee
-acter.

MILITARY CONCESSION.
ie Ashantee Ambassador and ins followers were
much gratified yesterday at being permitted

nrr their dead countryman on the Ashantee
of the Prah. Tney conveyed the body In a
of cage made of bamboo, and, having dng a
e in a shady place of the loresc, went through
b uninteresting ceremony common to West
-an negroes after they had covered the body
native earth.

BAD NRWS FROM 01,0VKB.
b have exceedingly oad news from Olover,
from my well known championship of him I
ilder him to be a superior man In every way,
to have been mcrc.Iessiv chaffed by several
ers. Olover, on being told br air Garnet by
ir that he would have to be on the Prah, close
udawl, by the 16th of January, replied by re-
of mall that be could not move his allies to
ch so precipitately; that the only dependable
j be had with him amounted to only 700 men,
e would have to leave some of the most trustthyto guard his stores. Olover, when he reedthe order from Sir Oarnet, who has lately
i made responsible for the conduct of all millcolumnsmoving upon Ashantee, had already
sed the Volta preparatory to attacking the
red allies or the common enemy. Sir Garnet
ner stated, in his letter to commissioner Glover,
as the Awunahs were merely hostile to

English because the Ashantees were at war
i the English, who, when they saw the down-
of the Ashsntees, would withdraw tlieir alii-

> from them, It was not good policy to waste
iious time npou a weak enemy; that the duty
;he expedition was to crush the Ashsntees aa
1 as possible. When Sir Garnet received
rer'a reply that he could only depend upon the
os contingent of Haussaa and Yorubas he at
e wrote to Glover to march upon the Pt;ih with
,t force be could, even though ue bad but 500
1 with him.
be magnificent force which Glover had raised
isstat Sir Garnet in his invasion ol Ashantee has
i dwindled down into an Insignificant number
30 men; but I, as a neutral correspondent deIof all prejudice, can conscicntlonsly say that
reduction is no lault of Glover's. It arises

n the peremptory order of Sir Garnet enjoinuponGlover to be at the Prah by a

tain date, wnlch Giover Knows to be impossible
h the small stair of offlcers he has enlisted on
aide to assist him lu leading the vast but ingruonsforce of natives he has gathered abont
to invade Ashantee. Petiohes and councils.
nses for delays which the native chiefs offernotto be overridden by entreaties, promises of
mrd or threats coming from a lorce of ten offlsin the teeth of 26,ooo natives, who entertain a

>ng objection to facilitate war operations to the
;lect of custom and Peticuism. How many
ve.lers are there who have not bewailed in
ma as strong as Giover employs the procrassitngcharacter of native Africans, and have
despairingly yielded at last to the pressure
overwhelming numbers, whose ears were

ted to the cry of the white men to "marchf"
THE MILITARY OVVICEBS

this camp say that Glover's scheme to aid Sir
net Wolseloy with a force of 25,000 natives has

ed; that his part of the campaign baa turned
to be a huge fiasco; that nla expenses, amountto£e,ooo per month,' have been mere waste oi

ttsb money; that instead of being of assistance

jlr Garnet, Commissioner Glover has been the

reverse, baring enlisted #l« reernfta from conntruewhich mignt lure materially esatited SU
Garnet had they not been engaged by Glow. This
la all very ungenerous to a man who, like Glorer,
baa made atmoat auoerhuman efforts to render
efficient aid to the column under Sir Oarnetj
for ae flee officers on Sir Garnet's staff conld
bare done half as much as Glorer baa done
single-handed, aad Mr Garnet Wolaeley, brilliantas he may be, could not have done
more. The beat General In the British service
plaoed in the same circumstances as Glover found
himself.retarded 07 native procrastination,
against which a staff of ten officers fonnd It hopelessto oontend, yet oomnunded by Sir Garmot peremptorilyto be atacertatn point at a given date.
could not hare doune more than caDtain mover haa
done. Twenty-five thousand native Airicans are
not to be moved by ten Bngiiahmen with tbe
punctuality with whton sir Garnet Wolseley and
260 ofllovra can move 3,000 Europeans. sir Garnet
Wolaeley need* but to telegraph to sir Archibald
Allison, in charge of tne European brigade, "Brine
up your brigade to tbe Prab by anoh an hour," and
Sir Garnet Wolseiey may retire to bed conildent that
the hour be-named would behold the Buropean
brigade marching before hla headquarters. Bat
neither telegrams, letters, peremptory commands
nor stormy threats would avail Sir Garnet against
26,ooo native Afnoacs, even though his 260 oUlcers
assisted him Id the writing or them.

AN gSOOBT AND INVASION.
Sir Garnet sent the Ashantee Ambassadors early

this morning across the Prab, in ouarge of the
naval brigade, who were In complete marching
order. Alter esoordmg them souie distance on
their road the brigade was halted a short time, and
then marched Dae* to ita camp on this aide, havingsufficiently performed the act of Invasion in
preaenoeof the King's messenger, who would, no
doubt, bear speedily to tbe King the unpleasant
tidings of wnlte men being on Ashantee soil. This
act may impress the King with the necessity for
instant action, or Induce him to listen with willing
ear to the terms of the nitimuum which
the English General has despatched to King
Koffee by his messenger. If he decides on instantaction Sir Garnet will have drawn down
on him tue enemy before he la prepared to receive
him, while every man capable ol bearing arms wlU
be impressed throughout the Ashantee kingdom
for a final effort of resistance either at the Adansl
hills or around Coomassie. The General may have
acted wisely In having permitted the Ambassadors
to return. We who are In tne dark respecting hla
Intentions fall to see the wisdom of the act at
present. A general less respected lor his military
skill and his keen penetrative faculties tnan Sir
uarnei la Iingui ue urnumu Wkiu a iaui vi tuu*

fldence in imnself for resorting to such trie its m
demonstrating the mechanical powers of the Qatlingand sea ling the Ambassadors home to terrliy
the King with an exaggerated description or Mm
formidable weapons the white men possess; he
might be said to be slightly discouraged by the
failure of his transport and the wholesale desertion
of his carriers, and to hope by this means to avert
a catastrophe or the ohance of one. But Sir
Garnet has the oontdence of us ail, and he may
commit the absdrdest things without Incurring the
contempt or the dlstrnst of any one.

rosiTioN or thb British troops.

gfcftyrnet has, however, done more than displayhis stfT^e army for the benefit or the Asbantee
Ambassadors on fW other side of the Prah. His
advance force is at EssiSfilRU, thirteen miles beyond
the Prah, under Major RusstfiJOd Lieutenant Lord
GlOord, who have orders not to halt nptll they have

surmounted the Adansl hills. The latf?r offlcer,
who has distinguished himself already by hif'tlr#-_i
less energy, fills tne dangerous bnt honorable peai
of chief of the scouts. The day before yesterday,
as his men plunged through the bush, he encountereda few Asbantee spies, which resulted In the
death of one of the enemy and a wound received
by one of his Kassu scouts. They rested at Bssiamanlast night, establishing a post, and to-day will
move on to Akroiroom, ten miles beyond, stockadingeach station as they arrive at convenient
and suitable places.
A redoubt is being constructed at the other end

of the bridge, as a tete-du-porU, and the bridge, 1
am happy to say. Is an accomplished fact. An

ample piece of ground is to be cleared on the other
side of the Prah, and the felling of gigantic trees,
with their after-consnmption by fire, affords an interestingsight.

" CHIRK, BOTS. OHKKR!"
The sailors of the naval urlgade are the happiest

fellows in camp, If one may Judge by the hilarious
sounds which issue trom their quarters at night.
They have a copious repertoire ol ballads and
songs with wnlch they charm evenings which
otherwise would be exceedingly dull. They are
marched in ooupies through the camp daring the
day tor many purposes, but tbe mere sounds ol
their regular footsteps are cheering, while they
sometimes enliven their work with a well-snog
song and chorus.

T11K TRANSPORT BP8INK38

dally assumes more serious proportions. Colonel
Eviyn Woods' regiment and tne Second West
Indians have been converted luto carriers, while
au offlcer nas gone with a detachment of police to
Btir up the chieis to assist the General to procure
supply bearers. Two advancing wUite regiments
have been halted on tbe road and the Twenty-third
Fuslleers have been ordered not to disembark,
ny way we look at it, the failing of our transport

is serious, and It absorbs the attention
of the General and his stair. You will recollect now
orten my letters have touched upon thlssubiect ol
transport In Africa. Ouly travellers who have undergonethe t-ame annoyances can appreciate tho
importance attached to tbe trausport question.
Sir Garnet placed nis whole ratth and retianoe in
the Fautees. lie mustered, after considerable
trouble, a force of 5,ooo bearers; be fed and paid
them by the day, but be gave no lurther heed to
them; he never thought it necessary to see that
they did not desert him. Any traveller In Africa
comd have told him that it was a mistake to pay
the Fantees by the day; that the natural indolenceo( the natives would prove a serious impedimentto their permanent employment when
tney had toe means to support themselves
wltbont labor for a long time after receiving
a few shillings or their pay. Any traveller
conld have told him that unless be unremittingly
kept watch over them Sir Garnet could never retainthem after Impressing their services for hard
labor, distasteinl to the native nature. Any travellercould have told Sir Garnet that he cooid
never be sure of their services U he did not either
chain them m gangs or set aside a (orce of armed
men to superintend them who would be neld responsiblefor any desertion. And any traveller
could have told Sir Garnet that to depend solely
on Kantee humanity to convey his supplies to the
front was to surely prepare lor himself serious delays,annoyances, perhaps failure. II the money
expended on a Uold coast railway and its heavy
material had been expended In purcuasing muios
or elephants this delay at the Prah would never
havo occurred. It be bad paid less attentionto the Fautee chiefs and bad not
dallied wltn them, but had acted wltn
that vigor wnich we might have expected from
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able lo ciosa the I'rah on tbe 15ili lust., on our onwardmarch to Coomassie.
As It is now, tne prospect la baa. ir he had

devoted his attention solely to his transport and
reserved his energies lor the ouiy point wnere his
energies were needed we should by this tune have
been at Cooma,*sle. The more I see of this expedition1 see stronger grounds each day for comparingSir Garnet to an ordinary traveller about to

penetrate Africa. The traveller, to be successful,
devotes bis principal attention to the procuring
oi nieana to carry bia supplies, without which ha
only prepares himself for disaster and failure.
When the means have been assured he begius uis
march, and oontlnnea It without lurt her delay.
his wit, good sense and whatever other qualities
he rasv possess enabling him to coutinue it as
circumstances may offer.
my colleagues on tuts expedition mar ascrtbs

the desertion of the carriers to the insufficient
feeding or paying of them; but this will uot be
correct. The natives have Deen treated sufficiently
well. For very light worn they have been paid
too well and too regularly. J have seen hundreds
of loads oi rice marked flity pounds each, and
boxes oi floui marked only forty pounds, whereas
a man's full load shouid not have been less than
seventy pounos. our private carriers, for tbe
same pay as the government gives them, carry
seventy and seventy-flve pounds, vet they do not
complain or overweight, neither do they desert us.
The secret of this is that we pay by tbe month,
and always keep ourselves at least two weeks in
their debt.
There are two posts
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now. The first Is Attoolassi, six mlle.s from
I'rahsn; the second is Kstlsmao. seven miles
be road AttobiassL


